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Congratulations to CAISS-MN member Kaizhong Gao who was selected as the “2009 MFESTS Young Engineer of the Year” award winner.  

Kaizhong was co-Nominated by the Minnesota Chapter of the Chinese American Information Storage Society and the Twin Cities Section of IEEE. MFESTS is the Minnesota Federation of Engineering, Science and Technology Societies. MFESTS is an umbrella society made up of 16 engineering and science societies with sections, chapters, or posts in Minnesota. Over 10,000 professionals are under the umbrella of MFESTS.  This year five candidates of Young Engineers of the Year that have been selected by their sponsoring society.  Only one of these five highly deserving candidates has been selected as the the award winner and he was determined by a notable panel of judges within MFESTS. 

Picture of Kaizhong and Gary Jin of CAISS-MN:
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Kaizhongi s currently a Senior Engineer Manager at Seagate Technology. He received his Bachelor of Science in Physics from Peking University, as well as a Master of Science in Physics and a Ph. D. in Physics from University of California San Diego  Kaizhong is working on advanced recording technology for hard disk drive (HDD) and other information storage technologies.  He has been a Senior Engineer on magnetic recording modeling and recording sub-system design, and a Staff engineer and Senior Staff Engineer on recording head design.  He currently is a Senior Engineer Manager in research and technology development department in Seagate.  His primary duties are to design and develop future recording technology for HDD industry.  His group will provide solutions for magnetic recording at areal density 1Tb/in2 or beyond.  His research interests included advance recording technologies, future information storage technologies, and spintronic applications.  He has about 40-refereed papers and more than 40-issued or pending patent applications, many of them have been implemented into hundreds of millions of hard drives worldwide.  He received the Schultz Award in 2003 from University of California San Diego and the Prestigious Information Storage Industry Consortium technical achievement award in 2004.

Kaizhong is actively involved with Twin Cities Chapter of IEEE Magnetics Society.  He has been the Secretary, Treasurer, Vice Chair, and most recently the Chairperson in 2008. He was the conference chair for IEEE Fellows Conference at Twin Cities Chapter in 2005.  In 2009, he will serve as the IEEE Magnetic Society Chapters Chair in IEEE Magnetic Society Administrative Committee.  He is a senior member of IEEE.

